OUMC Sermon Notes November 7, 2010

A Kingdom of Sorts

(Mixed Responses)
Matthew 13:47-50 Pew Bible Page 1519

Introduction to Parables
A. Format of Parables
e Intro—The Kingdom of Heaven is like....
o Story—....
e Challenge/Invitation to hear...
“Whoever has ears, let them hear.”—Matthew 13:9
e Sometimes, a private explanation...(Sower & Weeds)

B. Purpose of Parables
Earthly Story with a heavenly meaning....
Not to better understand, but to hide the truth. (Matthew 13:13, Isaiah 6:9-10)

Judgment against unbelievers. (1 Corinthians 1:18)

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. —1 Corinthians 1:18

C. Context of Parables in Matthew 13
In Matthew 12
The Pharisees claim Jesus casts out demons by Beelzebub.
Jesus condemns the Jews for looking for a sign.
Jesus’ Mother and Brothers come to take Him home.

In Matthew 13
There are seven parables
All refer to differing responses to the Word of the Kingdom.
Good and Evil will be sorted out in the judgment.

Parables of Sower (Matthew 13:5-8), Tares (Matthew 13:24-30), and the Drag Net
1. Sorted by Satan
Snatches away the seed...Matthew 13:4, 19
Desired to Sift Peter...Luke 22:31
Believers coexist with evil seeds sown in the field...Matthew 13:25, 38-39
Satan comes to steal, kill, and destroy....John 10:10

Satan is a liar and Father of lies...John 8:44
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2. Sorted in our Responses
Parable of Sower, Matthew 13:3-9 (13:18-23)
Some don’t believe...
Some receive initially but don’t last...
Some receive but don’t mature...
And some receive, mature, and return a manifold harvest.
Examples—
Rich Young ruler walked away sadly, Mark 10:21-22
Zacchaeus, Luke 19:1-9

Parables of the Treasure and the Pearl, Matthew 13:44-46

3. Sorted at the End of the Age

Angels and Jesus—Matthew 13: Tares (13:24-30), and the Drag Net (13:47-50)
Jesus and two harvests—1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Revelation 14:14-20
Separation of good and evil—Matthew 25:31-46 (Sheep and Goats)

Punish and reward—Matthew 13:30

Come blessed of my Father—Matthew 25:34

Application (Invitation to hear, receive, and believe)
In the Parable of the Dragnet (Matthew 13:50)
Weeping and gnashing of teeth.
A terrible end not intended for you or me.
God has and is doing everything in his power to keep you from that end.

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance.”

A Kingdom of Sorts.
e The only sorting we have control over is our response.
e God is reaching out to you and me. Receive His love, His salvation.
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